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Preface: 
CELEBRATING PEACEFUL SPIRIT IN A PLURAL SOCIETY 
Peaceful issues are endless topics to be discussed among scholars, activists, and other people around the world. Peace is not a new entity in a religious tradition. It is an inherent teaching in every religion, especially Islam. In other word, without a peaceful spirit, a religion loses its essential principle. The attachment to peaceful teaching in Islam can be seen from the meaning of Islam itself; that is derived from the Arabic word as-salam means peace and safety.       Interestingly, peace has been playing major roles as a doctrine and a treasure at the same time. Wars and conflicts cannot be denied in every religion history, however, peace as a treasure cannot be also neglected from the human being history because it is impossible a good society to run well without peaceful spirit among them. However, it is undeniable fact that peace has begun to disappear from human civilization. The most common case is that human beings tend to promotes hatred rather than peace. A group tends to suspect other groups as threats. There is a fact that a group of people do not want to live in the middle of plural society. Conflicts occur not only among heterogeneous groups but also homogeneous groups which may experience different views among their members. For heterogeneous groups experiencing conflicts, an effort to know each other is a starting effort to mediate the conflicts. In addition, homogeneous groups facing the conflicts need deep and serious efforts to mediate the conflicts. Appreciation and acknowledgement of other groups can be one of the initial efforts.  Regardless of the factors above, positively, conflicts can be seen as evidence that two groups or more involved in conflicts have a close relationship. Conflicts will not occur between two distant groups. Our tongues are often bitten by teeth because they are close. Conversely, our nose and feet are never bitten by teeth because other parts of body separate them.  In a quantitative calculation, actually, conflict cases are less compared to peace, however, people will not easily forget how they suffered a lot of pain during conflict and how big their material and non-material loss during conflict. For such reasons, a bad memory of conflict lasts for a long time. In our life, we need peace and it is not enough to say that peace occurs more times compared to conflict. The relationship between conflict and peace will be cyclical in human beings’ life. Conflict and peace as a social reality exist in a human beings’ 
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life both as an individual and as a part of society. According to Ritzer, conflict cannot be separated from consensus because conflict can contribute to peace; moreover conflict can trigger communication to create integration (Ritzer, 2005: 153). It is a common belief that peace is a human basic need which gives them a safety and tranquility. In a peaceful condition people can improve their self without disturbance from others. Johan Galtung states that peace can be understood as initiatives and creative efforts of human beings to mediate any type of violence, direct or indirect, and  both cultural and personal in a society (Galtung, 1969: 5). Therefore, we finally agree with what Immanuel Kant describes about peace. He refers peace as a cyclical process or ‘perpetual peace’. A desire for peace exists in every individual. In this case, a relationship among human beings will create a new awareness of the importance of universal friendship and solidarity.  It is clear that peace is the need of human beings in a society; even though not all human beings deserve the peace. To obtain the peace, continuous and serious efforts are needed; moreover, if the conflicts have just happened. We need to learn from the history in that there will be unstoppable violence if a group avenges other group with violence. Indeed, solutions to conflicts need to be sought to give all people not only to live their life in a harmony but also live their life in the best condition with the pride.    The papers on this book are part of efforts to improve awareness in regard to relational works among human beings in order to create cooperation among human being in this heterogeneous society. Many issues related to peace and conflict studies discussed in this book are the evidence of writers’ attention to the actual problems happening in the society. Using a peace perspective, these papers present unique and harmony point of views to solve conflicts in this plural world. Specifically, these papers are term-papers or final project of Walisongo Mediation Center (WMC) IAIN Walisongo Semarang members who participated in a Peace & Conflict Studies Program at European Peace University (EPU) Austria. The papers have been fully supervised by Professors at the university. In addition, the papers received satisfied grades from the Professors. At the university founded by Johan Galtung, a peace education activist and professor, the writers experienced peace atmosphere in the university which comprises of students with the different nations, ethnicity, languages, and religions. In a day-to-day activity in a little town, Stadtschlaining, the writers along with other students received valuable lessons about intercultural life in addition to enormous peace studies theories discussed in the classroom.  
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The writers of the papers in this book studied peace studies at one of the finest universities in the world. European Peace University (EPU) has been awarded UNESCO Prize for Peace Education in 1996. EPU is the only private university in Europe that offers Peace & Conflict Studies, European Peace & Security Studies and Peace Building. With the central activities in the main building, Haus International, a building with modern facilities supported by Kastil Burg Schlaining from 13 century, peace activists from 44 countries experienced equal, moderate, creative atmospheres as a lesson learned to initiate peaceful activities in their own countries in order to create a peaceful world. Hopefully this book can contribute to our society in an effort to reduce and solve conflicts and tensions to create peaceful situation in our society. Finally, I would like to recognize and thank to the writers, Professors at European Peace University (EPU), and other individuals involved in the publication of this book.       Semarang, May 2015 The Director   
Dr. H. Imam Taufiq, M.Ag 
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